
The Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) Office of Planning, Environment, and Realty supports and 
conducts research to improve transportation decision making and promote efficiency while protecting 
communities and the environment. The Office’s research: 

 Informs Decisions  

 Reduces Environmental Impacts  

 Improves Quality of Life  

 Streamlines Project Delivery 

 Integrates Planning 
  
The following document highlights specific research activities in the Office of Human Environment.  
For more information, please visit http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/map-21_research/.   
 
 

OFFICE OF HUMAN ENVIRONMENT  
FHWA’s Office of Human Environment develops and implements programs and activities which improve the 
human environment and enrich human interaction with transportation systems.   
 
The Office’s efforts focus on advocating for the advancement of livability, administrating Federal systems, 
documenting the local and regional economic development impacts of highways, planning and implementing 
research, and managing human environment-related funded programs. The resulting research is focused on the 
following areas: 

 Livability and environmental justice 

 Community impact assessment 

 Bicycle/pedestrians 

 Context sensitive solutions 

 Economic Development 

 Research program management and outreach  

 The National Highway System 
 
These efforts are directed toward providing technical assistance and tools to both Federal and non-Federal 
groups and providing training and consultation on highway systems and complimentary modes of 
transportation.   

Research Focus 
The Office’s research focuses on planning and designing a highway system that minimizes disruption while 
meeting the environmental and economic needs of livable communities. Under MAP-21, the Office is also 
coordinating all research initiatives for the program, including the implementation of the second Strategic 
Highway Research Program (SHRP2) capacity focus area research products (www.fhwa.dot.gov/goshrp2/) and 
the Transportation Alternatives Program. Staff Contact: Kevin Adderly, 202-366-5006 or Kevin.Adderly@dot.gov.  
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FEATURED RESEARCH ACTIVITIES 

Separated Bike Lanes Planning and Design Guide 
A separated bike lane is an exclusive facility for bicyclists that is located within or directly adjacent to the 
roadway and that is physically separated from motor vehicle traffic with a vertical element. These facilities, also 
called "cycle tracks" or "protected bike lanes," can provide premier linkages within an increasingly connected 
network of bicycle facilities in communities. They are designed to be comfortable and appealing and to 
encourage more people to view bicycling as a viable transportation choice. FHWA's Guide will provide an 
overview of planning and design considerations based on a comprehensive review of the state of the practice in 
the United States. FHWA led and funded the development of the Guide and the University of North Carolina 
Highway Safety Research Center was the prime consultant. Look for the Guide's release this spring. Staff 
Contact: Dan Goodman, 202-366-9064 or Daniel.Goodman@dot.gov.    

Mobility Assessment of National Highway System (NHS) Connectors to Airports in the New England 
States Study 
For this project, Logan International Airport serves as a mini-case study in the application of intermodal tools 
and methods to better understand how the National Highway System serves as the backbone of the nation’s 
transportation system. Using travel data, origin-destination data, and Global Information System networks, the 
study seeks to examine airports access with respect to user travel times, mode split, and routing along the NHS 
segments. Staff Contact: Mike Neathery, 202-366-1257 or Mike.Neathery@dot.gov.  

Electronic Dialogue on Transportation and Economic Development 
This forum advances the state of the art in understanding economic development impacts of transportation 
investments. The forum will also supports exploration of future trends by providing practitioners with practical, 
real-word advice from peers and experts on data sources, analytic methods, and information on economic 
development projects across the country. Key discussions focus on identifying the appropriate costs and 
benefits to consider in analysis and how similar projects are negotiated, including approval processes and other 
procedures. https://www.transportationresearch.gov/dot/fhwa/ted. Staff Contact: Kevin Adderly, 202-366-5006 
or Kevin.Adderly@dot.gov.  
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